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J /a CaktdioL of Aimagh. 



THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ARMAGH. 

The subject of our prefixed illustration can hardly fail 
of beins: iuterestiiiir to our readers of every rt-ligioiis deno- 
mination, for tbouii'h in itself of no great antiquity or 
architeetnral interest, it is intimately associated in our 
minds with the establishment of the Christian Faith in 
our Island, and with the mild but persevering labours of 
our Patron Saint. In the minds of the Milesian Irish 
it must awaken sentiments of just pride and recollections of 
national glory, for Armagh was a chief seat of reliirion 
and literature, a blazing star, when most other parts of the 
western world were involved in the darkness of i<lolatry 
and ignorance — and in the minds of the English, or Irish 
of English descent, it should excite sentiments of grati- 
tude and affection for our country, for it was to this semi- 
nary of education that England was in a great degree in- 
debted for the rudiments of learning, which have ultimately 
exalted her to such a pitch of glory. To the school which 
was founded here by St. Patrick, as we are informed by 
the Venerable Bede, multitudes of the English nol)ility 
and middle ranks resorted, and were supplied with books 
and food, and every other w^ant, without charge, and in the 
most hospitable spirit. 

The general history of Armagh would require a volume, 
and has been made the subject of a highly valuable and 
interesting one by Dr. Stewart, of Belfast. The nature 
of our little work, however, will only permit us to give it in 
distinct portions, and we shall, on the present occasion, 



confine ourselves to that of the subject of our illustration 
— its Cathedral Church. 

The original edifice was erected by St. Patrick in the 
year 445. It appears from the authority of the tripartite 
iiFc of the founder, to have been an oblon<2r structure 140 feet 
in length, and divided into nave and choir, according to 
the custom of all our ancient Churches. This sacred 
edifice did not escape the sacrilegious devastations of the 
Northern Pirates. It was pillaged and burned, together 
with the other buildings of the City, in 830 and 850. Jn 
890 it was partly broken down by the Danes of Dublin, 
under the command of Gluniarn. In 995 it was burned, 
by an accidental conflajiTation, generated by lightning ; 
and again in the year 1020. In 1 125, the roof was re- 
paired with tiles, by the Primate Celsus, having for the 
period of one hundred and thirty years, after the fire^ in 
995, been only repaired in part. A more perfect restoration 
was effected liy the Primate Gelasius in 1 145, on which occa- 
sion, according to the annalists, he constructed a kiln or 
furnace for the preparation of lime, which kiln appears 
to have been quadrangular, and was of the extraordinary 
dimension of 60 feet on every side. After this period 
this venerable remain appears to have suffered little, save 
from age, till the seventeenth century, when, on the 2d of 
May, in the year 1642, it was burned by Sir Phelim 
O'Neill. After this injury it was deemed no longer 
serviceable, and the present church was erected on its 
site in 1675, by the benevolent Archh.ishop Margot- 
son. This church, which is in the Gothic or pointed 
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style, dilFers from its ancient predecessor in form and size, 
its shape being that of a cross, and its interior measure- 
ments 183 J feet in length from east to^ west, and its 
breadth in the transepts 11 9 feet from north to south. 
The interior is ornameated with several splendid monu- 
ments, of which the most remarkable for beauty and cost- 
liness is that of the pious w^orthy and learned Dean Dre- 
lincourt — a work of the famous sculptor, Rysbrack. The 
other monuments most worthy of notice are those of the 
Rev. Dr. Jenny, Rector of the Parish, who died in 1758 ; 
Primate Robinson — a bust by Bacon ; William Viscount 
Charlemont, who died in 1671, and his father, William 
Baron Caulfield ; and the late Rev. Thomas Carpendale, 
Master of the Endowed Classic School of Armagh, 
erected in 1818. The monuments for which the original 
Cathedral was celebrated unfortunately no longer remain ! 
Many of these deserved from posterity a different fate — • 
for here were interred the heroes of Clontarf — the vene- 
rable Brian, and his son Murchard, and his nephew 
Conan, and his friehd Methlin Prince of the Decies of 
Wateribrd — here their bodies, which had been conveyed 
thither by the Clergy, lay in funeral state for twelve suc- 
cessive nights, during which psalms, hymns, and prayers 
were chaunted for their souls, and well did they merit those 
pious honors. P. 

A TOUR TO CONNAUGHT. 

LETTER V. 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL. 

Sir — A journey any where on the outside of a coach, 
becomes, ai'tera time, rather a tedious and undesirable 
thing, ^ Conversation with your fellow travellers begins 
to lag— materials for disconrse before long wear down to 
the fag end- — ^yoiir animal spirits are almost all decanted 
off, and dregs are beginning to come with the clearer 
liquid ; and this more especiall}^ if the country is unin- 
teresting—nothing to catch or fix attention. This I found 
to be the case on leaving Kinnegad. / Suppose, says I, I 
change my position— try the people at the rere of the 
coach, as I had already my fellow travellers in front. I 
remember once making an experiment of this sort in Eng- 
land : travelling through Cumberland, a man at Kendal 
appeared irom the travellers' room of the inn, to take a 
inde (as the English have it,) on our vehicle as far as 
Ambleside. He was a broad-faced, broad-shouldered, 
broad bottomed sort of a man ; his hat was broad-brimmed 
—his coat must have been broad-cloth, cut broad and 
to the selvage, or else it wrould not have compassed 
him — his calves were broad — his galligaskii^s broader — 
and cased in square-toed shoes, his broad foot was wide 
and weighty enough to have crushed a tortoise or an arma- 
dillo ; but what specially caught my attention, (for stall-fed 
men are very common in England,) was a most magnificent 
beard — an Aga of Janisseries might have envied its exu- 
berant How-— a Russian Papa, for the mere merit of such 
a beard, would have deserved the Patriarchate of Mos- 
cow^ ; flowing adown his ample chest and protuberant ab- 
domen, it expanded itself in waving richness — unlike the 
bardic beard, it streamed not like a meteor in the trou- 
bled air — no, but as the grey morning mist reposes on the 
mountain side, so this virile adjunct lay incumbent on his 
paunch — and what was more remarkable, its pepper and 
salt hue seemed to have been matched with sedulous se- 
lection in the colour of his coat, which, mounted wath 
broad and exquisitely polished steel buttons, reflected, in 
a thousand positions, the extravagant beard, and gave, as 
it w^ere, so many miniature pictures of the hirsute orna- 
ment. This must be a singularity, thinks I to myself ; a 
man who would venture thus to go forth before the world, 
must be no common man. This is a brave original, a 
man so unique in his exterior must have a oneness of 
mind, and let what will happen, Til get into conversation 
w^ith him ; so with a world of manouvering, I at length so 
mana^'ed as to get beside him, and immediately com- 
menced an attempt at conversation — of course began with 
the weather. 'Mt'saiine day. Sir." " Umph !" "Morn- 
ing rather sharp though !" " Umph !" '' Country beauti- 
fully diversified." ," Umph !" **yaried outline of hills." 
'' Umph !'' To make my story as short as it should be, 



he •*umphed" me whenever I addressed a sentence to hmf 
and looked so grave and grumpy, that he actually put my 
forwardness to silence, and for the first time Irish loqua- 
city was brought to fault before an English *' sumph ;" 
and I think I was never so delighted as when this per- 
sonification of a grey and shaggy goat, relieved me from 
his presence, and the coach of his weight, at Ambleside, 
Therefore I have ever since been cautious how I trust to 
outside promise ; but there is one manifestation I am ne- 
ver out in — a young man with a cigar in his mouth, and 
who is constantly polishing up his whiskers — ''fcsmini habet 
in cornu" '^ she has a knob in her horns/' is not a bad 
mark of a cross cow — " quiddun habet in ore" is not a 
bad test of an empty minded gemme7i— -good for nothing 
but blowing a puff — I ahvays move ofi' from such. In 
my present movement from the front to the rere of the 
coach, I certainly met with a queer fellow, a Tobacco 
farmer, from the county of Wexford ; as clever, intelli- 
gent, and active minded man in his way, as ever I came 
across. Pie was on his way to the west, to dispose of his 
crop of tobacco, which he had reared and saved on his 
farm near Enniscorthy. He and I, in a few minutes, got 
into full converse concerning the growing of this extraor- 
dinary plant, which, contrary to nature and common 
sense, in spite of the preaching of divines, sneers of sati- 
rists, and the" Counterblast" of a mighty king, has increased 
in use, and is increasing, so as to be one of the greatest 
objects of agriculture and commerce, and the amplest 
source of fiscal wealth in the world ; extending itself 
every day as a growing custom, though, as worthy King 
James in his " Counterblast" says, that " it is loathsome 
to the eye, hateful to the nose, harmful to the brain, dan- 
gerous to the lungs, and in the black stinking fume 
thereof, nearest resembling the horrible stygian smoke of 
the pit that is bottomless." But wbat is all this to the 
shrewd fellow who now sat beside me, who seemed, with 
no little pleasure, to tell forth to any one that would lis- 
ten to him, what it was that brought him and his neigh- 
bours into the tobacco culture, and how^ much he had 
made in a few j^ears by; it. It seems that at the com- 
mencement of the war of the American revolution, a la;^: 
was passed, by way of punishing the Virginia planters, 
permitting the Irish to grow and cure tobacco. This 
proved a profitless statute for Ireland, and none took ad- 
vantage of it, or attempted, in our cold and variable cli- 
mate, to embark in the culture, save and except a mad, 
speculating uncle of my own, w^io ventured on a sowii^g 
of fifteen acres, and lost three hundreds pounds, and three 
thousand cares, upon the experiment. But within the 
last seven years, the culture had crept in amongst the 
Wexford farmers. A young man from the vicinity o^ 
Enniscorthy^ had been over in Maryland, and on his re- 
turn he brought some seed, and some experience, and en- 
couraged his l^rother to commence tiie culture, which he 
did on a moderate scale, as few ventured on the husbandry 
beyond the means of drying and saving aflbrded by their 
own houses and families. It turned out one of the best 
things imaginable ; and from half an acre, £100. sometimes 
i£200, have been produced. It was a pity that such a culr 
ture was found so materially to interfere with the fiscal 
regulations of the Government, as to require its annihila- 
tion by Act of Parliament , for it was just the thing calcu- 
lated for Ireland — a cultuife wdiich required little capital 
and numerous hands- — ^T^^hich called into operation the use- 
fulness of every inmate of an Irish cabin, from the grown 
man to the women and children — a cultivation which de- 
pended for its success, on the cleanliness, the exactitude^ 
and attention w^rich was bestowed on it — was likely, in 
respect to other matters of rural economy, to produce a 
similar nicety of management, and so, in process of time, 
counteract the slovenly habits of the people. My companion 
was an evident proof that the Irish, When they see their 
way clearly before them, and when they know^ that their 
labour and skill will bring returns to themselves, and not 
to others, are as industrious as any people under the sun, 
He had made hay while the sun shone, and confessed 
that holding as he did a farm of 16 acres, he had realised 
by tobacco, in the space of seven years, i 1,200. But he 
certainly was no idler ; for besides growingvthe plant, ha 
had constituted himself factor amongst his neighbours-- 



